
Fall 2018 

HIST/ENVS 2504: ANIMALS IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

Professor: Strother Roberts        Email: seroberts@bowdoin.edu 

Meeting Time: M/W 10:05-11:30am                        Office: Dudley Coe 
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CALENDAR 

INTRODUCTION  
WEEK 1: Introduction 

 Aug 29: Welcome to Class! (Also, Goats) 

WEEK 2:  

Sep 3: Defining a Field & Fun With Critical Analysis! (Or, at least, Critical Analysis) 

 Harriet Ritvo, “On the Animal Turn,” Daedalus 136, no.4 (Fall 2007), 118-122. [≈ 4 

pages] 

 Harriet Ritvo, “Animal Planet,” Environmental History 9, no. 2 (April 2004), 204-220. 

[≈ 15 pages] 

 DOCUMENTS: Jon Coleman’s Vicious (37-39), Of Plimouth Plantation, and 
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Sep 19:  Livestock 

  Virginia DeJohn Anderson, “King Philip’s Herds: Indians, Colonists, and the Problem 

of Livestock in Early New England,” 
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PHASE II 

WEEK 7  

 Oct 8:  No Class: Fall Break  

 Oct 10:   
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  Rob Van Ginkel, “The Makah Whale Hunt and Leviathan’s Death: Reinventing 

Tradition and Disputing Authenticity in the Age of Modernity,” Etnofoor 17, no. 1/2 

(2004), 58-89. [≈ 30 pages] 

 Nancy Shoemaker, “Whale Meat in American History,” Environmental History 10, no. 

2 (April 2005), 269-294. [≈ 25 pages] 

 DOCUMENTS: To Save a Whale: The Voyages of Greenpeace (1978) [≈ 10 pages] 

WEEK 11:   

 Nov 5:  Animal Rights 

 David DeGrazia, Animal Rights, 12-66. [≈ 45 pages] 

 Emily Gaarder, “Where the Boys Aren't: The Predominance of Women in Animal 

Rights Activism,” Feminist Formations 23, no. 2 (Summer 2011), 54-76. [≈ 20 pages] 

  PRIMARY SOURCES DUE TO PROFESSOR 

PHASE III 

 Nov 7:  In-Class Discussion of Projects 

WEEK 12: Project Discussion 

 Nov 12: In-Class Discussion of Projects 
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 WARNINGS AND DISCLAIMERS 

 

SYLLABUS: This Syllabus is a living document and will likely evolve over the course of the 

semester. You can always find the most recent assignments on Blackboard under the “Readings” 

tab.  

 
BLACKBOARD: Blackboard will be an integral part of this course. The syllabus, descriptions of 

assignments, useful guides, and any changes hereafter will be posted there. You are required to check 

Blackboard regularly and will be responsible for all material on the course site.  

 

FILMS: Film screenings are intended for class purposes only and, in accordance with copyright 

law, are not open to the public. 
 

CITATION OF SOURCES: When referring to sources (primary and secondary) in your papers, you 

should provide a complete citation including author, title, publisher, place and date of publication, 

and page numbers. Citations should follow the “Chicago-style” format commonly used by historians. 

I ask that you use footnotes with all of your paper assignments. The library website has citation 

information under “Get Started,” and I have included several links on Blackboard. Please see me if 

you have any questions.  

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All students must read and abide by the Academic Honor and Social Code 

(htt

http://www.bowdoin.edu/studentaffairs/student-handbook/college-policies/index.shtml

