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Introduction
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on female fitness, at least as measured over the short

Methods

Study area. Since 198
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Ross 1980: pers. obs.). When nestlings were 7 days old lhcnr mass
was measured wuh an electronic balance 10 0.1




Results

Frequency of polygyny

Male feeding rate

% of Males with
=0 s : Adeotelons mnesal (o0 - Female Savannah sparrows fed their nestlings at 2.7
times the rate of males (8.0 + 3.5 deliveries/h vs. 3.0+ 2.7
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Effect of polygyny on nestling size
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Year Mating status of father

Monogamous

Palygynous P

14.8 (1.3), 12 0.60
144 (1.8), 23 0.98

7 0.65
0.16
0.18

0.90
0.78
0.14
0.54
0.77

29.5(4.4), 24 0.80

3.4(1.1),36 0.14
o g

Effect of polygyny on nestling survival

Fema i }

Effect of male feeding rate on nestling survival




Year Monogamous mate

1987 37.0 (7.4). 4
1988 6.8 (6.0), 18
1989

1990

1991

No. eggs in 2nd 1987
o Bt 1988
1989
1990
1991

1987
1988
1989

weaccful

Values are means (+1 SD) of brood means, followed by sample sizes (number of femaics




Discussion

Field studies have documented that males of a number
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tions made by a male to a female's first brood were
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