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I want to begin by thanking my faculty and staff colleagues for all of your amazing work over 





help each of us live a meaningful life, to help us each find success and satisfaction in work, and 
to be able to participate meaningfully in civic life. The idea of the liberal arts has its origins in 
Antiquity and is an education intended to prepare one to participate in civic life and to be 
productive and engaged citizens in the debates and decisions of the day.  
 
For generation after generation, a Bowdoin education has provided our students with the 
ability to think critically, to reason, to learn, to be nimble intellectually, and to communicate 
thoughtfully and persuasively. We develop the ability to ask hard questions, and the skill and 
disposition to 


