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Coles, voted to turn the main reading room of the library in Hubbard Hall into a 

museum focused on the Arctic.  This is the space the museum occupies today. 

 

Three years later and fifty-eight years since Peary’s announcement that he had 

been the first to reach the North Pole, the museum was officially named for Peary 

and Donald MacMillan.  

 

College documents, starting in 1966, identify Ian White, as the museum’s initial 

designer and curator. White had a perfect combination of skills for the job. A 

museum professional, he had sailed the Arctic with Donald MacMillan. 

 

White quickly set to work, envisioning three distinct galleries and when it came 

time for the museum doors to open in 1967, Peary’s daughter, Marie Peary 

Kuhne, President Coles, and Donald MacMillan, then ninety-three years old, along 

with his wife Miriam, were present to cut the ribbon.  

 

Over time, the museum has evolved, expanding its mission, programs, and 

curricular reach. This work has led to imaginative exhibitions, public programs, 

international workshops, and academic courses in which people learn to 
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environmental lenses, while also recognizing the geopolitical forces that are at 

play in the North. Through scholarship and educational efforts, the Gibbons 

Center—with new teaching and laboratory spaces and modern, state-of-the art 

galleries and support spaces for the museum—will showcase this important part 

of the world and what it means for understanding place, history, humanity, global 

environments, economics, and politics.


