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Purpose 
This document meets the requirements outlined in OSHA Title 29 CFR 1910.178 for the development, 
implementation, and maintenance of a written safety program for the use of powered industrial trucks 
(PITs). Bowdoin College owns the following PIT as shown in the equipment inventory in Attachment A:  
Class I electric forklifts, Class V combustion engine forklifts and Class III motorized hand trucks. The 
purpose of the program is to provide information and training to designated employees of Bowdoin 
College regarding the inspection, maintenance, and safe use of such equipment. 
 
Scope 
The PIT safety program applies to designated employees who may reasonably expect to engage in 
activities requiring the use of such equipment in the course of their assigned work. 
 
Program Components 
 

1. Program Administrator.  The Director of Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) will be the 
PIT safety program administrator. 

 
2. Safe Work Practices.  The operator is ultik  3. Training.  The Director of EHS will coordinate initial and 3-year refresher training for 

designated employees. Records of training will be kept by the EHS Office for the duration of 
employment. Training shall include the following components: 
 
• General requirements of the OSHA 29 CFR 1910.178 and ANSI B56.1-2009 standards. 
• Contents of the manufacturer’s manual. 
• A classroom session (either by instructor or media), covering at a minimum: 

o General operating instructions for the PIT the operator will be using 
o Differences between a PIT and an automobile 
o Controls, instrumentation, and engine operation 
o Steering, maneuvering, and visibility 
o Fork and attachment operation and limitations 
o Vehicle capacity and stability 
o Daily inspections 
o Refueling and recharging of batteries 
o Operating limitations 
o Workplace-specific topics 

• Hands-on training of the PIT to be used in the work environment. 
• An evaluation of the employee’s competence by the instructor or Supervisor. 

 
Refresher training may occur more frequently if employees are involved in an incident, unsafe 





Attachment A- 



Attachment A- PIT Equipment Inventory 

10.30.2023  

Clark WPL40 Pallet Jack -Located at Thorne Dining  

 OSHA Class III:  
Motor Hand Trucks, Low Lift Walkie Pallet  

 
 



Attachment B- Daily Inspection Log Templates 

 

 



Attachment B- Daily Inspection Log Templates 

 

 



Attachment B- Daily Inspection Log Templates 
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